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REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 



This letter is in response to the petition under 37 CFR 1378(b), filed September 13, 2011. 

Prior to a decision on the merits of the petition under 37 CFR 1378(b), additional informati on 
and/or supporting documentation is required. 

Petitioner is given TWO MONTHS to comply. Extensions of time under 37 CFR 1.136(a) or (b) 
^■n not be permitted. The reply to this letter should be directed to the Office of Petitions. 

Any petition under 37 CFR 1.378 must be signed by an attorney or agent registered to practice 
before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee, or other party in 
interest. A person or organization whose only responsibility insofar as the patent is concerned is 
the payment of a maintenance fee is not a party in interest for purposes of 3 7 CFR 1 378. If the 
petition is signed by a person not registered to practice before the Office, the petition must 
indicate that the person signing the petition is the patentee, assignee, or other party in interest. 
An assignee must comply with the requirements of 37 CFR 3, 73(b) which is discussed in MPEP 
§ 324. 

As petitioner herein does not appear to be an attorney or agent registered to practice before the 
USPTO, the patentee, or assignee, prior to a decision on the merits of the instant petition, 
petitioner must establish herself to be a proper party in interest. 

Further, it is noted that the facsimile cover sheet accompanying the instant petition indicates that 
the petition itself is six pages. Petitioner is advised that the USPTO received a total of five pages, 
including- the facsimile cover sheet. Thus, is further documentation was intended to accompany 
the instant petition, petitioner may wish to submit such additional documentation in conjunction 
with petitioners* response to the instant letter, t ^ 
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Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed as follows: 

By mail: Mail Stop PETITIONS 

Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

By hand: Customer Service Window 

Mail Stop Petitions 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 223 14 

By fax: (571)273-8300 

ATTN: Office of Petitions 

Any questions concerning this matter may be directed to the undersigned at (57 1) 272-3205. 
IALESIA M. BROWN/ 

Alesia M. Brown 
Attorney Advisor 
Office of Petitions 
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□ Urgent □ For Review □ Please Comment □ Pleafie Reply □ Picas* Recycle 



• Comments: 
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PETITION TO ACCEPT UNAVOIDABLY DELAYED PAYMENT OF 
MAINTENANCE FEE IN AN EXPIRED PATENT (37 CFR 1.378(b)) 



Docket Number (Optional) 



nCGGVCD 



Mart to; Mail Stop Petition 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria VA 22313-1450 
Fax: {571)273^8300 



JAN 09 Z012 
0FRCE0FPETITOW8 



NOTE: If information or assistance is needed in completing this form, please contact Petitions Information at 
(571)272-3282. 



Patent Number: 
Issue Date: 



60 mi 



Application Number. , 
Filing Date: 



CAUTION: Maintenance fee (and surcharge, if any) payment must correctly identify; ( i) the patent 

number (or reissue patent number, if a reissue) and (2) the application number of the actual 
U.S. application (or reissue application) leading to issuance of that patent to ensure the fee(s) 
ia/ane associated with the correct patent. 37 CFR 1.366(c) and (d). 

Also complete the following information, if applicable: 

The above-identified patent: 

[ | is a reissue of original Patent No. ^ 

original application number 

original filing date ^_ 



original issue date . 



| | resulted from the entry into the U.S. under 35 U.S.C. 371 of international application 
filed on . 



CERTIFICATE Of MAILING OR TRANSMISSION (37 CFR 1.8(a)) 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as being attached or enclosed) is 

(1) being deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown below wrth sufficient postage as first class 
mail in an envelope addressed to Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, va 22313- 
1450 OR 



(2) transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below to thB United Si 
8300. 

Wii 1 ■ 

Dale 



and Trademark Office at (571) 273- 




Signature 



Typed or printed name of person signing Certificate 



[Page 1 of 4] 

This collection ol Information Is required by 37 CFR 1.378(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public whi^ ft to Tile <and ihe USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CPS 1 ,1 1 and 1.14. this collection estimated to take B hours to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual wise. Any comment* 00 the amount 
of time you require to complete this form and/br suggestions for reducing this buttfen, frhOuld b« sent to the Chief Infcrrretion OHi^cr, U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box H5Q, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450, OO NOT SfeNQ Pees OH COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS, S£WD 
TO: Mail Stop Petition, Commission sr for Patents, P.O. Box 14S0, Arexandria, VA 22313 7 14£0. 

it you need assistance in completing the form, call 1»8Q0~PTO-$199 ano select option 2. 
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Approved for use through 03/31/2012. OMB 0651-0015 
U.S. PatenHand Tmdrcnwk Offj^: U.S. QEFARTWI^NT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 98G, no peraonB are required to respond to s collection of informatton unless It displays a valid OMB control number. 

1 . SMALL ENTITY 

\f\ Patentee claims, or has previously claimed, small entity status. See 37 CFR 1 .27 

2. LOSS OF ENTITLEMENT TO SMALL ENTITY STATUS 

PI Patentee is no longer entitled to small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27(g) 

3. MAINTENANCE FEE (37 CFR 1 .20(e)-(g)) 

The appropriate maintenance fee must be submitted with this petition, unless it was paid earlier. 



NOT Small Entity 

Amount Fee (Code) 


Small Entity 
Amount Fee (Code) 


I I $ 3 1 /2vrfee (15511 
| | $ 7V 2 vrfee (15521 
1 Is 11 Y 2 yrfee (1553) 


[~] S 3%yrfea (25511 
[3 S I2^t0*7«vrfee (25521 
I"! $ 11VSyrfee (2553) 



MAINTENANCE FEE BEING SUBMITTED S U>fcL&& 



4. SURCHARGE 

The surcharge required by 37 CFR 1 .20(r)(1 ) of S f k *40*Cb (Fee Code 1 557) must be paid as a 
condition of accepting unavoidably delayed payment of the maintenance fee. 

SURCHARGE FEE BEING SUBMITTED S ( b4<0 -<D0 



5. MANNER OF PAYMENT 

~] Enclosed is a check for the sum of $ 

Please charge Deposit Account No. the sum of S_ 

^ Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached. 



AUTHORIZATION TO CHARGE ANY FEE DEFICIENCY 
Iv^J The Director is hereby authorized to charge any maintenance fee, surcharge or petition fee deficiency to 
^Deposit Account No. . 



[Page 2 of 4] 



PAGE 6J10* RCVD AT 12/29/2011 10:16:47 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:W-PTOFAX-001/31 * DNISOTOO* CSID:3304257899* DURATION (mm-s$):02-20 



^ RECEIVED 

12/29/2011 89:58 3304257899 RMI CtNTRAL FAX CENTER PAGE 07/ 

DEC 2 9 2011 



PTo;sa;65 (03-09) 

Approved Frtr u*C thrpuflh 03^31/2012. OMB 0651-0016 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under foe Papcrwgrk Reduction Act of 1995. no parsons are required to respond to a collecSon Of information unless it displays a valid QMS control' number. 

7. OVERPAYMENT 



As to arty overpayment made, please 
Credit to Deposit Account No. 

Ifr* Send refund check 



WARNING: 

Petitioner/applicant is cautioned to avoid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent application that may 
contribute to identity theft. Personal information such as social security numbers, bank account numbers, or credit card 
numbers {other than a check or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposes) is never required by 
the USPTO to support a petition or an application. If this type of personal information is included in documents submitted to the 
USPTO, petitioners/applicants should consider redacting such personal Information from the documents before submitting them 
to the USPTO. Petitioner/applicant is advised that the record of a patent application is available to the public after publication of 
the application (unless a non-publication request in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made in the application) or issuance of 
a patent. Furthermore, the record from an abandoned application may also be available to the public if the application is 
referenced in a published application or an Issued patent (see 37 CFR 1.14). Checks and credit card authorization forms PTO- 
2038 submitted for payment purposes are not retained in the application file and therefore are not publicly available. 



8. SHOWING 

The enclosed statement will show that the delay in timely payment of the maintenance foe was unavoidable 
since reasonable care was taken to ensure that the maintenance fee wouid be paid timely and that this 
petition is being filed promptly after the patentee was notified of, or otherwise became aware of, the 
expiration of the patent. The statement must enumerate the steps taken to ensure timely payment of the 
maintenance fee, the date and the manner in whrcrf the patentee became aware of the expiration of the 
patent, and the steps taken to file the petition promptly. 



9. PETITIONER^) REQUESTS THAT THE DELAYED PAYMENT OF THE MAINTENANCE FEE BE ACCEPTED AND THE 
PATENT RE1UBJATED. 




tkL 



It 



Signature(s) of Petitioners) Date 

. Qc&g&T mate/*- 



Typed or printed name(s) Registration Number if applicable 

Address Telephone Number 



Address 



ENCLOSURES: 

□ Maintenance Fee Payment 

I | Statement why maintenance fee was not paid timely 

\~\ Surcharge under 37 CFR t.20(i)(1) (fee for filing the maintenance fee petition) 
[ [ Other: I 
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(J >S,. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMEN' 
Und^c tho Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no perrons are required to respond to a collection of irrtow.aU&n unlM*. i; diftptaya a valid Ol 



^TO^SB/eS (03-09) 
. OMB 0851 -001 B 
OF COMMERCE 
6 control number. 



37 CFR 1.378(d) states: "Any petition under this section must be signed by an attorney or agent 
registered to practice before the Patent and Trademark Office, or by the patentee, the assignee 



other party in interest. 



or 




Signature 
Type or printed name 



Date 



Registration Number, 



if applicable 



STATEMENT 

(In the space below, please provide the showing of unavoidable delay recited in paragraph 8 above.) 



Due to the present market conditions in which we sell our products, we have been faced 
with unavoidable cash flow which prevented us from paying this maintenance on time. 
We truly apologize for this. 



(Please attach additional sheets if additional space is needed) 
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TIME ; 11/96/2011 19:35 
SER.tt : H8K702B97 



BUSY /NO RESPONSE 

POOR LINE CONDITION 

COVERPASE 

CALL BACK MSG 

POLLING 

RETRIEVAL 



DATE 


Tire 


FAX NO. /NAME 


DURATION 


PAGE(S) 


RESULT 


COMMENT 


11/DG 
11/06 


18:53 
19:21 


12d96207&8E 
15712735508 


29 
03:20 


01 
06 


OK 
OK 


TX ECM 
TX ECM 



P/v£ NVfnfoeiL. G>(k!upJ to 
/ne fey Wl 
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